CLIENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE 

LAW OFFICE OF CLARK M. TREVOR  
 

On November 17, 2008, the Department of Homeland Security ("DHS") published a final rule adding 7 new countries to the Visa Waiver Program.  (See Fed. Reg., Vol. 73, Number 222, pages 67711 - 67713.)   The regulation is accessible from the Federal Register Online via GPO Access at wais.access.gpo.gov     
 

The new countries are:    Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, the Republic of Korea, Latvia, Lithuania and Slovakia.    
For a complete listing of all eligible countries, visit   http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/business_pleasure/vwp/    
 

The Visa Waiver Program ("VWP") enables eligible citizens or nationals of certain countries to travel to the United States for business or pleasure without obtaining a visa from the U.S. Consulate abroad.   Entry under the VWP is limited to a maximum of 90 days and no extension or change of status is permitted.    
 

In addition, VWP travelers must have passports issued by participating countries which meet the following criteria:
· New passports issued on or after October 26, 2006 must be e-passports which includes an an integrated computer chip capable of storing biographic information from the data page and the required digital photograph of the passport holder.  
· Passports issued between October 26, 2005 and October 26, 2006 and still valid must include a digital photograph printed on the data page.  A digital photo is one that is printed on the page, not glued or laminated.  
· Passports issued before October 26, 2005 and still valid must be machine-readable.  
Finally, on or after November 17, 2008, eligible citizens or nationals of the 7 new countries must obtain approval from the Electronic System for Travel Authorization ("ESTA") in order to take advantage of the VWP.    Beginning January 12, 2009, eligible citizens or nationals of all other VWP countries must secure approval from ESTA prior to traveling to the United States.  For additional information on ESTA, visit www.cbp.gov/esta
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Disclaimer:  This information is provided as a courtesy to clients and friends of the Law Office of Clark M. Trevor.  Providing this information does not constitute an offer to perform legal services. Further, the Law Office does not warrant the accuracy of this information and cannot be held legally responsible for any person's detrimental reliance on this information.
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